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Cris Tovani taught first grade to seniors for 31 years. Her entire career has been spent 
trying to figure out the “knowing-doing” gap. Researchers tell teachers what they 
should be doing but actually doing it with 125+ students is a whole new ball game. 
Throughout her career, Cris has tried to take reading and writing research and apply 
it to all levels of learners. She loves sharing her success and failures with colleagues 
around the world so they too, can better serve students.

Cris most recently worked with secondary English language learners from a high 
poverty district in Colorado that was in its fourth year of turnaround. Currently, Cris 
is facilitating literacy labs in several different states to promote collaboration among 
colleagues. In addition, she has the pleasure of working with administrators to build 
their background knowledge on best practices so they are able to give teachers useful 
feedback about instruction.

Cris is a internationally known consultant focusing on issues of reading, content 
comprehension and assessment in secondary classrooms. She has been an adjunct 
professor and is the author of four books: I Read it but I Don’t Get It, Do I Really Have to Teach Reading?, So, What do 
They Really Know? And No More Telling as Teaching:  Less Lecture, More Engaged Learning.

I READ IT, BUT I DON’T GET IT: Comprehension Strategies for Adolescent Readers
9781760018085

I Read It, but I Don’t Get It is a practical, engaging account of how teachers can help adolescents develop new 
reading comprehension skills. Cris Tovani is an accomplished teacher and staff developer who writes with verve and 
humour about the challenges of working with students at all levels of achievement - from those who have mastered 
the art of “fake reading” to university-bound students who struggle with the different demands of content-area 
textbooks and novels. In a time when students need increasingly sophisticated reading skills, this book will provide 
support for teachers who want to incorporate comprehension instruction into their daily lesson plans without 
sacrificing content knowledge. 

SHP8085 • $34.95

SO WHAT DO THEY REALLY KNOW?: Assessment That Informs Teaching and Learning
9781760560447

In So What Do They Really Know? Cris Tovani explores the complex issue of monitoring, assessing and marking 
students’ thinking and performance with fairness and fidelity. Like all teachers, Cris struggles to balance her student-
centred instruction with school system mandates. Her recommendations are realistic and practical; she understands 
that what isn’t manageable isn’t sustainable. 

SHP0447 • $35.95

DO I REALLY HAVE TO TEACH READING?
9781760015213

“Do I really have to teach reading?” This is the question many teachers of adolescents are asking, wondering how 
they can possibly add a new element to an already overloaded curriculum. And most are finding that the answer 
is yes. If they want their students to learn complex new concepts in different disciplines, they often have to help 
their students become better readers. Building on the experiences gained in her own English classroom as well as 
those of colleagues in different disciplines, Cris Tovani takes on the challenge of helping students apply reading 
comprehension strategies in any subject. In Do I Really Have to Teach Reading?, Cris shows how teachers can expand 
on their content expertise to provide instruction students need to understand specific technical and narrative texts. 

SHP5213 • $32.95
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